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24 Interior study: House, south London

[= by the possbidy of saving the VAT hat semuld
be levied on a relurbishment, In retrspect, the
detericaation of the building wis so profound that
recanstnuction was the only neaspnable option,

Curtis Wond's schams took shape arouind its
proposal io oeate 8 ney copper-clad stak lower in
thie yard oo thee haowse, freefmg U oo o be as
apen as poastble. The copper tower, clad b sheels
af borzonisl anding-seam TECU pating, is the
identifisble rew-build element of the bouse arcd as
exuberant as the scheme gets. As wel 2 sohing
the problem of loorplates interrupted by 2 staincase
in the mildle of the plan, I}I:t:-cf':.i:lacl-d'ﬂ'git
ane of a paletie of natural materiak fhad fomes a
counsrmpoant i the whiteness of tha majpnty of
the rlaces.

Agart fram the stone oo on the grousid Noos,
the Mosor surfaces ase oak. and o 1he fitted furslune
it walnut. This ks not back-to-nature stulf - the
oy i% a3 meticukous ot ey youl will tee Ehis year
= 50 the bmber reads as urbane and cutiuned in the
extreme. This project is nob mirimalist. bt vies the
iricks of minamalism o delight in craltsmarmbip for
its pwm sakr, the strength of a brautiully sorked
piece of wood

Az an inberice. the Stark house has clear
influences. Curtis admits that he showed his clients
john Pawson's house earky on They really [Red the
clarity of Passon's spaces, but thought A was oo
elirzal.’ Curlis Wood B ot afaid 1o talk st o
bamespun approach lo builéing, tempering the
admired concepts of minimal lwing sith warmth
and homefiness.

The masi obvious Pewson tosches are clear to
wow. The cantilevared stone bench running the
lenggth af the ground-foar ving space. balow a
rririenal freplace, is stradght out of Pawson's homa,
a5 I b skylight sl e shiomere Also, walls lined
with cuphoards. suggest Pawson's obisesson for
keepeng mes oul of sight. Indhrect Bghting oo Roors
and ceilbngs shio evole 4 minmmakst sestbete bud,
agan. Curtis Wood |s not doctrnaie about the
imhahitalion of the house,

W aren't Hghting dedigneds. You can't beat 2
wanderiul floorstanding lamp, so why try to
comprte,’ says Curtis, He adds: 'One of the great
things shout the chent is that they are really
irterested in farelure, They ae Lalling about illing
i with 19500 fumiture, each pece different.’

O serrses that the sschitect 5 confident
enough in the spaces to take whatever & thrown at
these interiors. Theme we moments in the building
(Pt will survive whether the lat is fillsd with
Chipperfield or chintz, There are moments. toa,
when Curtis Wood has found solutions that sole
probiems some might e as inherent to a minimal
wiy of beilding. Senaces ane ingeroisly outed
hough ane central condult, easily acomssed
through and kepd ot of sight by ome of the masy
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cupboands. Al the bathroom o desipned &5 4 wel
o bt e walls were pod (el & walerpeood
paint was wied, bepdng the mom with a sighily
shinier but essentially identical laok bo the rest of
the house,

Cuartis Wood prides tselfl on its pragmatism, but
certam detals here show the practoe’s langes
ambitiong, The shalt of kght from the soulh-facing
clerestory abswe the kitchen sdds real postry to the
wast grownd foor The thick and castle-Hee copper
dioor seemn o sand in opposition o the mli-lined
walks of the interion positng a busidng that will last
foar ﬂ'ﬂ'lj’lilﬂl:h‘l,ﬂﬂ"l’ﬂ'ﬂ.l‘l“ theat will e
subipct to the whims of fachion,

It is clear that & meticulous approsch to design
arel constiucton - logether with & contractor that
was | wenced in thes kind of bulding but willing
= has paid off, The schitect was obliged to draw
detad upan detail undil it could be sure that ils
handuome dividends. Although there are small
details when the crilical eye might notice dhados
gaps forsaken in favour of ease of construction, the
owesall effect is extremely satehying. The chinical
shadow gaps give a crispness 1o the inberior that is
unspected bebind a period facade, and the matursl
materials make ihas a place that invites inbabitation
rather than dictating a Westyle.
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™ CRant
el aend Sheila Slirk
Archatea
Euirtis Wesrs Aschiterts
Enginees
Price & Myen
Cluankity surveyos
Wiles Walchell Burley Luse
Party-wall surveyor
Joed Mechaele Siancigies
Huildieg contral
HHSE ﬂ-uh]nﬁ Crmtingd Servmrs
Cundracio:
Costsjuiy Paslidery
Ground-fioor plan Cost speafications
1 Living roew Tertal ool E&IDESE
2 Kitchen drwa of project i
§ Dhiaig rooem Arpa of demalizshed Bulding M
4 Yaril Coat/m’ of project L2132
Cala
Dremoltions and shonngs L&0.27r
Forsdatern and wecavabons Rl
Sbruciure L5 ERe
Progecting onin the fourih Frant facsds maacary ropair L39,TES
wtarey, ibe iovwe gy Brick sl blockwork LuB914
charstter 1o the roal lemade, Copper cladding and copper roofng, L26,520
Risol terrace covernng and deck L1E.24%
‘Windos [28328
imtmrral wally, fooers ard caillings (ind flooreg) LF3.074
Cepraprsl it wrral gmnery £13.59%
Haircasey aral handdrsbs L13. 480
Specunbist fitded furneture LF0adn
bormongery AT
Drcnratiom L1394
Exctmrmal worky LS54T
Fumbing and healing L57.615%
Eleirical services LA7T.T0
Contracior's prelemsnane E121.000
Specifeadicng

Bricks by Chetwaod Brich [Resder snquiry no 7507,
oopper cladding. roofimg and door by KME Daropa
Mietal fno 751 ). roofing system and gotier by Alumas:
Exterior Building Products (no 752, cartain-wall
jlamng to ctarcaee amd kitchen derestory by Lee
Craen Clazing Contractors {no 75 3. slding folding
doory by Pollsrds Fyrespam [mo 754), stome flooeing
and benches by $tone Age (mo T55), timber Booring
and stairs by juncken [mo 756}, ftted fumiture by
Opss Magnum {no 757, ironmangeny by ilkam
Immmangery (no T58), sndecfloor beating by Wircho
UE (mo 759), pericad refurtsisbed bare metal coffin
bath by Catchpole & Rye [no 760}, sanitarysare by
Durawit (no T61 ), Lefroy Brooks (no FE2) smd Bofl
(no P63}, ktchen sink by jecob Delafon (no P64).
kichen tap by ¥Waola (no F&5), cefing-recessed
doswrdighds ancl ctaircass lighting by Delta Light

(o FEG), Auorescent lighting to bathroams by
Encapaidfite Intemationsl {mo P67}, external
wall-recesaed lighting by Thorn Lighting (no #68)
Fesr smpre indgsrmation on the prodects used in this
projecd, v Wiste ks josarral So. ks snguinies
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